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PS;\LMS 

CI !APTER 1'37 

1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we 
remembered Zion. 

2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. 

3 For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; 
and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of 
the songs of Zion. 

4 How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a strange land? 

5 If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. 

6 If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. 

7 Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; 
who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof. 

8 0 daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, 
that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. 

9 Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against 
the stones. 
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UBI SUNT POEMS 9th c-16th c 

Beowulf 

Anglo-Saxon, this passage - from lines 92-96 of the poem - reads as follows: 

HwcEr cwom mearg? Hwrer cwom mago? HwcEr cwom mappumgyfa? 
HwcEr cwom symbla gesetu? Hwrer sindon seledreamas? 
[ ... ]Hu seo prag gewat, 
genap under nihthelm, swa heo no wcEre. 

One modern English translation of this passage is given below: 

Where is the horse gone? Where the rider? Where the giver of treasure? 
Where are the seats at the feast? Where are the revels in the hall? 
[ ... ]How that time has passed away, 
grown dark under cover of night, as if it had never been.1s1 

Middle English 

The 13th century poem "Ubi Sunt Qui Ante Nos Fuerunt" (Where are those who were before us?) is 
a Middle Engljsh example following the medieval tradition:171 

Uuere bep pey biforen vs weren, 
Houndes ladden and hauekes beren 
And hadden feld and wode? 
Pe riche leuedies in hoere bour, 
Pat wereden gold in hoere tressour 
Wip hoe re bri3tte rode; .. .1e1 

Which roughly translates to: 

Where are those who were before us, 
who led hounds and bore hawks, 
And owned field and wood? 
The rich ladies in their chambers, 
Who wore gold in their hair, 
With their bright faces; ... 

When Hamlet finds skulls in the Graveyard (V. 1), these rhetorical questions appear: 

Alas, poor Yorick! I knew him, Horatio, a fellow of infinite jest, of most excellent fancy. He hath bore 
me on his back a thousand times, and now how abhorr'd in my imagination it is! my gorge rises at it. 
Here hung those lips that I have kiss'd I know not how oft. Where be your gibes now, your gambols, 
your songs, your flashes of merriment, that were wont to set the table on a roar? Not one now to 
mock your own grinning - quite chap-fall'n. Now get you to my lady's chamber, and tell her, let her 
paint an inch thick, to this favor she must corne; make her laugh at that.1101 
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Tess Taylor
Sticky Note
This belongs on p. 45, before Mark Doty.
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Tess Taylor
Sticky Note
M.S. Merwin, move to end of pdf
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Tess Taylor
Sticky Note
M.S. Merwin, last page of
 pdf
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